
 
 

Ensemble Offspring Educational Programs & Vision 
 

 
 
Ensemble Offspring’s core mission is to educate broadly and develop Australian 
music into the future, introducing innovative music of today to listeners of all ages.  
 
An essential part of this mission is nurturing the next generation of music makers 
and music lovers in Australia. From early childhood and school age all the way 
through to emerging professional artists of all ages, Ensemble Offspring is 
passionate about educating through the benefits of music for cognitive 
development at all stages of the learning cycle. 
  
For a company of our size, we punch above our weight in terms of what we are 
able to offer the Australian music education community from beginners to 
emerging professionals thus filling an important role in the sector. 
 
Ensemble Offspring has 4 stages of educational activity: 



1. Early Childhood & Primary School 
Ensemble Offspring has collaborated on a number of theatre-style shows and projects to 
introduce young ears to the innovative new music of Australian composers. 
 

HOME (2020/2021) 
Development and launch of our next release/podcast/show with ABC Classic Kids 
entitled HOME, focusing on Indigenous stories of home and new works by Ensemble 
Offspring and nationwide collaborators.  
We require extra investment in this new project for Stage 1 school age children. 
 

Bilby’s Bluegum Melodies (2017-2019)  
Bilby’s Bluegum Melodies is a musical journey for 
young children and their families, through the 
Australian bush featuring clarinet, percussion and 
piano with narration from all the musicians. It 
features old-fashioned colonial folk tunes, 
sounds of the Australian bush, instrumental 
demonstrations, hands-on percussion fun and 
music by much loved Australian composers. 
Performances are generally at central theatre 
locations and aimed at large school groups, 
childcare centre groups and toddlers and their families. Watch the showreel, and 
download the accompanying education kit. 
 
ABC Classic Kids Shows (2018) 
A collaboration between the new ABC digital radio initiative, 
ABC Classic Kids, the Sydney Opera House and Ensemble 
Offspring presenting two new live shows, podcasts and 
releases for ages 1-7.  
“The perfect adventure to start your mini musicians on a 
lifetime of classical music.” – Artsplorers, 2018 

 
Sounds Like Australia - Original new arrangements by Jessica Wells of 
works by Iain Grandage, Nigel Westlake, Ross Edwards, Martin Wesley-
Smith and Jessica Wells. Recording features narrator/singer Luke 
Carroll and Ensemble Offspring. 

 
 

Music for the Dreaming - Original new music by Brenda Gifford and 
Jessica Wells. Recording features narrator/singer Kamil Ellis and 
Ensemble Offspring. This release was nominated for a 2019 ARIA Award 
for Best Children’s Album. 
 
“Cultural traditions are respectfully and engagingly merged, setting the 
bar very high for cross-artform and cross-cultural collaborations… This 

project also encourages young children to engage with music in a meaningful way, 
seeking associations between sound and image/concepts.” - Alex Ranieri, Loudmouth 
2020 
 
Listen to both releases via the Classic Kids podcast series. Read a recent review here. 



2. High School Composition Workshops & Composer Resource Development 
 

Hatched High School Sessions (2021) 
As part of our long-term strategy to continue to grow our successful Hatched Academy, 
the Hatched High School Sessions is a new program, assisting high school students with 
the important compositional elements of their HSC preparation during their specialised 
music education. We are currently in discussions with St Aloysius School about them 
hosting this new program based on the effective model we were involved in with 
Richard Gill before his passing. Hatched High School Sessions would service NSW High 
School music students from all backgrounds and socio-economic situations in a central 
location. The Hatched High School Sessions will also deal with important aspects of the 
syllabus including a focus on Australian music of the past 25 years (which Ensemble 
Offspring has been the leading force in). The sessions will most importantly give a broad 
cross section of students, invaluable access to professional and hands on compositional 
feedback and workshops of their new works. This program will be an extension of 
Ensemble Offspring’s Hatched Academy, which currently services tertiary students and 
beyond. 
We require extra resources to set up this new program from 2021. 
 
Australian Music Days (2010/2020)  
Last featured in 2010, Ensemble Offspring will join long time composer collaborators 
Tristan Coelho, Holly Harrison and Nicole Murphy as Ensemble in Residence. Hosted by 
MLC School Burwood, AMD provides an opportunity for high school students from the 
broader Sydney region to meet at a central location and workshop their new pieces, 
experiencing first-hand analysis and feedback by the very best exponents in the country. 
More>>> 
 
Richard Gill Presents (2018)  
Before his passing in late 2018, Ensemble Offspring collaborated with Richard Gill and 
Australian Romantic and Classical Orchestra to present their music with live analysis by 
Richard to a packed crowd of high school music students at the City Recital Hall. More>>> 
Australian Composition Seminar (2015)  
Australian Composition Seminar was held at Santa Sabina College (Sydney) and was 
presented by Limelight Magazine with the remarkable Richard Gill leading the seminars 
and Ensemble Offspring in Residence. It saw the attendance of over 110 music students 
from between years 8-11 from around Australia and was aimed at those focusing on 
composition or preparing for their HSC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Tertiary & Graduate Programs 
 

 
 
Hatched Academy is Ensemble Offspring’s emerging artist development program, 
designed to provide practical experience to the next generation of innovative performers 
and composers from around Australia. The program draws on the skills and expertise of 
our Artistic Director, Claire Edwardes, our core instrumentalists and guest mentors from 
Australia and overseas. Watch the 2019 Hatched showreel here. 
 
Hatched offers an inroad into the exciting and vast world of new music making by 
providing participants with the opportunity to gain valuable new skills and insights into 
areas such as compositional and performance techniques, artistic planning and 
programming, production, funding, marketing and audience engagement. 

 
Now in its seventh year, Hatched Academy has had exceptional outcomes, with many 
alumni forging professional careers, contributing to the Australian arts landscape, and 
continuing to work with Ensemble Offspring. 
 
Hatched Associate Artist - one performer is selected annually to join the ensemble for a 
number of performances throughout the year. The Associate Artist is paid professional-
level fees and is mentored by our musicians, providing a unique insight into – and training 
for - a professional performance career.  
 
Hatched Summer School - brings together six emerging Australian composers for a week 
of workshops with Ensemble Offspring and guest mentor composers, culminating in a 
public concert and recording.  
 
Hatched Open Mic - provides a platform for three emerging performers/ensembles to 
present their music to a wide audience with the logistical support and audience reach of 
Ensemble Offspring. 
 

 
 
 



4. Supporting under-represented artists at any career stage  
 

 
 
Ensemble Offspring is passionate about nurturing and showcasing the musical voices of 
people from marginalised groups. This speaks directly to Ensemble Offspring’s core 
mission to educate and develop Australian music for the future.  

 
First Nations Composer Program (2020) 
Our First Nations Composer Program is the first of its type in the 
art music sector in Australia. The program is designed to play an 
active role in addressing the disparity in opportunities afforded 
to Australia’s First Nations’ musicians and consists of a suite of 
activities including Ngarra-Burria and our inaugural First 
Nations Composer in Residence (2020-Brenda Gifford), with 
partnerships key to our growth in the First Nations music sphere. 
We will also undertake community workshops and 
performances as part of ‘Baiame’s Ngunnhu Festival’ in 
Brewarrina and other Indigenous communities into the future. 
 
 

 
Ngarra-Burria: First Peoples Composers (2017-2020) 
Ngarra-Burria: First Peoples Composers (with partners Moogahlin Performing Arts, 
Australian Music Centre and Australian National University) is a unique program now in its 
fourth year aimed at supporting and mentoring, over a two year period, emerging 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander composers in developing new techniques and skills 
in instrumental composition and notation, as well as industry knowledge and relationships 
to build their craft and networks into the future.  

 
Noisy Women Commission (2017-2020) 
Noisy Women Commission is an annual commission through national application of a work 
from a female-identifying composer in the early stages of her professional career. 
Ensemble Offspring then workshops the piece with mentoring over a period of twelve 
months, with the premiere of the work in a mainstage Ensemble Offspring program in the 
following year. Past recipients are: Dr Eve Klein (2020), Nicole Murphy (2019), Elizabeth 
Younan (2018) and Fiona Hill (2017). 
 



Education Kits & Resources 
 

Bilby’s Bluegum Melodies Education Kit (2019) 

By Claire Edwardes & Anna Kamaralli (publ. Ensemble Offspring) 

 

Light for the First Time (2018) 

Music by Bree van Reyk, resources by Sydney Conservatorium students  

 

Dance With Nature (2011) 

By Philip Cooney (publ. Australian Music Centre) 

 

Stepping Stones (2008) 

By Damien Ricketson and James Humberstone (publ. Australian Music Centre) 

 


