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Eve Klein
Hadrian (2021)
contrabass clarinet, violin & percussion
Noisy Women Commission 2020
World premiere

Hadrian is a collaboration between composer
Eve Klein and filmmaker Rani Brown. Hadrian
is a personal work, exploring the composer's
experience of rebuilding her family home due
to flooding at a time when other Australians
were experiencing successive climate-related
disasters. Hadrian is inspired by Dwelling in
the Age of Climate Change, a book where Dr
Elaine Kelly puts a notion of "home" at the
centre of how we, as humans, orient
ourselves in the world and how we should
respond to the mass displacement of people
as a likely outcome of climate change. To
unpack the impact of climate change on our
everyday lives and homes, Hadrian
interweaves Eve's story with the experiences
of other Australians by incorporating objects
donated from other people's homes into the
work's musical palette. A scrolling graphic
score depicts weather events leading to the
composer's loss alongside data evidencing
Australia's overall trajectory of climate
change.

Eve Klein is a composer, vocalist, and music
technologist known for creating ground-
breaking immersive music experiences for
mass audiences. She draws together
classical music, electronica, and interactive
performance to push genre boundaries and
invite audiences to discuss real-world social
issues.

Bree van Reyk
Replica Garden (2020)
three musicians

Replica Garden imagines a time in the
perhaps not-at-all-distant future where no
birds sing, no critters croak, and all that
remains of the wondrous plant life of this
continent are a few charred tree stumps
standing in silent resistance to the burnt
winds which prevail. In this imagined future,
the ‘Replica Garden’ that you see before you
now was created in an attempt to re-create
the once common but now extinct experience
of being in a garden, or other natural
environment. Due to not nearly enough being
done to preserve or protect the non-human
‘living things’, the data drawn on in the
creation of the ‘Replica Garden’ is jumbled,
incomplete and at times entirely fabricated…
some instruments look like trees but sing like
birds; insect chirps emanate from rocks; and
bird-like flying objects soar around with the
roar of fierce winds.  Replica Garden was
commissioned by the Australian National
Botanic Gardens, and the Canberra
International Music Festival for the 70th
Anniversary of the Gardens, with support from
Create NSW and was written during the
bushfire season of 2019-2020. Wooden box
and instruments made by Oscar Prieckhaerts
and Bree van Reyk.

Bree van Reyk is an Australian percussionist,
drummer, composer and sound artist. She
has toured and recorded extensively
throughout Australia and around the globe
with the likes of Paul Kelly, Holly Throsby,
Sarah Blasko, and the ACO. As a composer
Bree has been commissioned by Ensemble
Offspring, Shaun Parker Company, Bell
Shakespeare and Sydney Dance Company.



Vanessa Lann
Anybody Out There (2022)
flute, clarinet, violin, cello, marimba &
keyboard
World premiere

Written for Ensemble Offspring with support
from the Dutch Fund for Performing Arts.
Claire Edwardes and I have known each other
for more than 20 years! During her years as a
percussionist in the Netherlands we
frequently worked together and dreamt of
future projects! I am grateful for the chance
she gave me to write for Ensemble Offspring,
a group I’ve admired for ages, and for being
included on this fantastic programme with
exciting new work of such diverse colleagues!
Anybody Out There is structured antiphonally,
with one group of players on the left calling
out to another group of players on the right. It
was written during the pandemic, when we all
felt so isolated and searched for new (often
digital) ways to (re-)connect with friends and
family – hoping to lessen our isolation,
longing for responses, waiting for change,
hoping for a brighter future. We wanted to
bridge geographical gaps; we searched for
new communities and different ways of
including and incorporating each other into
our daily rituals. We re-imagined our role as
individuals within society, and we changed
our relationship to silence, domicile, and
“meeting” with each other.

Vanessa Lann’s music uses the repetition of
recognisable figures as well as structures
based on number ratios and patterns to
explore concepts of continuity, infinity and
silence, incorporating ritual and humour while
placing everyday sounds and gestures in
unusual contexts. She received the 2019
Buma Classical Award for being the most-
performed Dutch composer worldwide.

Nirmali Fenn
Shadows Hold their Breath (2022)
alto flute, clarinet, violin, cello, percussion &
thunder drums
Noisy Women Commission 2021
World premiere

The title is from Emily Dickinson’s 1861 poem
There’s a certain Slant of light:

"When it comes, the Landscape listens –
Shadows – hold their breath"

In my experiments with the ensemble,
fascinating, shadowy sounds frequently
emerged. These shadowy sounds, especially
in the percussion, reveal transient qualities in
the music that define background textures
and circulate throughout the ensemble,
emerging as foreground features. Another
consideration that impacted on the ensemble
writing was that a shadow, depending on the
slant of light, may magnify or compress the
shape of the original object, bringing it into
prominence.

Nirmali Fenn is a Sri Lankan-born Australian
composer who has been island-hopping since
finishing her PhD at Oxford University.
Nirmali’s music has been described as
“dynamic and sculpturally fluid” exploring the
“poetics of spacetime thematic resonance”. 



Ensemble Offspring are Sydney’s musical mavericks, uniting the most innovative instrumentalists
in Australia with a broad collective of collaborators to explore new ideas through living new
music. Led by acclaimed percussionist Claire Edwardes OAM, the ensemble comprises a core
line-up of some of Australia’s most well-regarded musicians, championing living composers and
creating musical experiences that stimulate the senses and pique curiosity. Ensemble Offspring
supports emerging and as-yet-unheard composers, in particular championing female-identifying
and First Nations artists.

UPCOMING SHOWS

Time As Revelator | July 16, Carriageworks

Offspring x Xenakis | September 2, Phoenix Central Park

Listen Up! Festival | September 11, National Art School

WE THANK OUR TEAM

Patron – Shane Simpson AM

Board – Anthony Lowe (Chair), Trish Ludgate, Marni Oaten, Wayne Smithson, 
Simon Miller, Jason Noble, Claire Edwardes

Artistic Director – Claire Edwardes OAM

Staff – Ella Howard, Roman Benedict, Eitan Muir, Angus Davison, Ben Robinson

Core musicians – Lamorna Nightingale, Jason Noble, Véronique Serret, Blair Harris, 
Claire Edwardes, Benjamin Kopp

Sound & lighting – Robin Janus

Host venue – Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre & Craig Donarski

Thanks to our many generous donors for bringing Another Future to life and especially to the
Modest Expectations Foundation for its contribution to our Noisy Women Commissions. We also
thank our Offspring For All donors for supporting this live-streamed event. 

Ensemble Offspring is supported by the Australian Government through the Australia Council,
its arts funding and advisory body, and by the NSW Government through Create NSW.

www.ensembleoffspring.com

This End of Financial Year, you too can help us lift new music, new voices,
and new cultural leaders by donating at ensembleoffspring.com/support-us.
Let’s shape a diverse and vibrant musical future together!

DONATE NOW


